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1 In 1988, following widespread uprisings and a subsequent massacre of thousands by the military, the government 
changed from the “Burmese Way to Socialism” implemented in 1962, to the current military regime.  The junta has been 
widely criticized for its abuses against its people, from the US and EU to the International Labour Organization and the 
International Committee of the Red Cross.  Ongoing offensives against minority ethnic groups have forced hundreds of 
thousands into refugee camps along the Thai-Burma border.  For more information, see www.freeburmarangers.org.       
 
2 For more information regarding governance, resources, and the resource curse, see the resource curse chapters in 
Collier, The Bottom Billion:  Why the Poorest Countries are Failing and What Can be Done About It, 2007. 
 
3 Official Myanmar government figures; calculations from US Department of State, “2007 Investment Climate Statement 
– Burma,” available at http://www.state.gov/e/eeb/ifd/2007/80685.htm.  
 
4 “China to provide Myanmar with US$200m loan”, China Daily, AP, June 11, 2006, available at 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2006-06/11/content_613786.htm; 
http://news.amnesty.org/index/ENGASA170332006. 
 
5 “China and Russia veto US/UK-backed Security Council Draft Resolution on Myanmar”, January 12, 2007, 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=21228&Cr=myanmar&Cr1.     
 
6 Amnesty International, “People’s Republic of China:  Sustaining conflict and human rights abuses,” 11 June 2006, 
available at http://web.amnesty.org/library/index/engasa170302006.  
 
7 For more information, please see www.earthrights.org/burma, www.salweenwatch.org, and www.shwe.org.  
 
8 The research for all three sectors was compiled by conducting an English and Chinese language media and internet 
review, and is on file with the Burma Project.  Please contact alec@earthrights.org for further information about the 
research. 
 
9 For more information regarding the Salween Dams, please see www.salweenwatch.org.  
 
10 For more information regarding the Shweli Cascade, please contact the Palaung Youth Network Group at 
palaungyouth@csloxinfo.com, which is currently preparing a report about the dams. 
 
11 For more information regarding the Kachin State dams, please contact the Kachin Environmental Organization at 
keo21vision@yahoo.com, which is currently preparing a report about the dams.   
 
12 *2 is a phonetic translation of ‘Shwe’, meaning gold; however, some Chinese translations use the literal translation of 
‘gold’ or G¥.    
 
13 For more information regarding the Shwe Natural Gas Project, please see www.shwe.org.  
 
14 For more information regarding Chinese oil exploration in Arakan State, please contact the Arakan Oil Watch at 
arakan_ow@yahoo.com, which is currently preparing a report about this issue.  For more information about natural gas 
exploration in Arakan State, please see www.shwe.org.  
 
15 For more information regarding China’s involvement in smaller-scale mining projects in Burma, please see the Kachin 
Development Networking Group report Valley of Darkness:  Gold Mining and Militarization in Burma’s Hugawng 
Valley, 2007, available at http://www.kachinnews.com/Valleyofdarkness/ValleyofDarkness.pdf.  See also the Lahu 
National Development Organization, Undercurrents:  Monitoring Development on Burma’s Mekong, Issue 2, July 2006, 
available at http://www.shanland.org/articles/environment/2006/Images/Undercurrents2.pdf.   
 
16 “CNMC Embarks on Tagaung Taung Nickel Mine Project,” 16 November 2006, available at 
www.sasac.gov.cn/zyqy/gcjz/200611210070.htm.  Translated from the original Chinese by ASK.  
 
17 On March 30, 2007 Ivanhoe Mines reported that due to requirements of its partnership with Rio Tinto in Mongolia, the 
company transferred all of its assets in Burma to an independent trust.   
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18 Xinhua News Agency, “Myanmar’s Coal Production up Sharply in 2005,” 13 January 2006. 


